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1. Welcome from your Editor 
Welcome to the June Edition of The Pipeline. 

As Organists and Organ enthusiasts, we all know that the instrument we love is fairly 

unique within the music world, in that most of us don’t own one of our own, and for those who do, 

whether that be a chamber organ, small pipe organ or a Hauptwerk-style set up, we cannot take 

them with us when we perform elsewhere. Instead, of course, we go to the instruments, which as 

we know are all unique in their set up. 

Not only is there a degree of the unknown about the instrument itself unless we play it regularly, it 

often relies upon some third party security arrangement in order to access the instrument we are 

visiting. After making the access arrangements with either the resident music team, or the 

Administrators of the venue we are attending, there is often a degree of trepidation, and definitely a 

lot of reliance on the “behind the scenes” activities that they may have to do. At the start of this year 

I found myself singing in Oxford for the weekend with a choir that I am a member of, and had an 

opportunity one lunchtime to play the organ of Keble College. So I headed to the Porter’s lodge as 

instructed to collect the organ key, and after a scramble through the extensive key cupboard, the 

Porter gave me a bunch of keys marked ‘Organ Loft’, but didn’t himself know which key opened 

which door, the organ console etc, or indeed which door in the vestries below the organ loft gave 

access to it. It soon became apparent, after over 30 minutes of trying every door, every lock, 

returning to the Porter’s lodge, and summoning another member of staff that the most important 

key, the one to access the staircase leading to the organ loft, was missing. The music team were 

away that weekend and so I accepted that playing the instrument that day was not meant to be, 

despite being physically at the college chapel looking at it! 

Sadly, a not dissimilar fate befell our Student Organist event earlier this month. Despite us making 

the necessary bookings and arrangements well in advance with the appropriate University team, on 

the day itself we found there was no power to the organ itself. Seemingly some electrical work was 

being done within the hall and it appears that the electricity supply to the instrument had been 

isolated whilst this work was carried out, and nobody on site on the day knew how to restore the 

power.  Although I wasn’t there myself, I can understand the feeling of disappointment that Edward 

Sangwine, Matthew Foster, Yuka Ito-Mackeown and Baska Enkhjargal must have felt at being close 

to the instrument on which they had prepared to perform for us, but not actually being able to do 

so. On behalf of the University, we extend our apologies to Edward, Matthew, Yuka and Baska and to 

everybody who came along to support them. The University are investigating what went wrong, and 

we hope to be able to reschedule a Student Recital there in next year’s programme. Sadly this is one 

of the pitfalls of not being able to take our instruments with us, usually of course more than offset by 

the thrill most organists get from being able to play such vastly different instruments that have 

usually been tailored for the building in which they sit. 

The Summer Recital series is upon us and this edition of The Pipeline gives details of just some of the 

recitals taking place across the York region and beyond. Many of the organisers of those events are 

YDOA members and I am sure that you all join me in conveying our thanks to them for organising 

such exciting programmes that we can all enjoy. I look forward to seeing many of you at the recitals.   

Peter Sharp, YDOA Vice President and Pipeline Editor 
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2. YDOA Forthcoming Events Programme 2026 

July  
Saturday 18th 
11:00—17:00 

...beside the Seaside 

Organ Visits in Scarborough 

August 
Saturday 15th 
19:00—20:30 

A Tale of Two Organs 

President’s Evening,  

St Peter & St Leonard, Horbury 

September 
Saturday 12th 
15:00—21:00 

Something Old, Something New… 

Organ Visits in Lincoln, with Choral Evensong 

October 
Saturday 10th 
14:00—16:00 

Recital & Annual General Meeting 

Recitalist William Campbell 

St Olave’s Church, Marygate 
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3. Next Event 

Beside the seaside 

YDOA visit to Scarborough 

Saturday 18th July 2026 

Join us for a day of visiting churches in the Scarborough area 

to sample the fine organs in this famous seaside town. 

 

We are finalising the programme for the day and will confirm 

the itinerary by email and in the July edition of The Pipeline 

(which will be published before this event!). 
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4. Upcoming Recitals and Events 
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St Chad’s Church, York 

“It’s not just a box of whistles!” 

Saturday 4th July 2026, 7pm 

 

An illustrated talk by Geoffrey Coffin to celebrate 

the church’s pipe organ in this St Chad’s Centenary 

year. 
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6. Caption Competition 

When Nigel Holdsworth recently hosted the 

YDOA visit to All Saints, Pavement, mem-

bers could not help but spot this craftily hid-

den thirst quencher in the organ cabinet. 

  

How should Nigel explain this to the Priest if 

asked about it? 

As for last month’s caption competition, two great entries 

were received: 

 

“This is excellent head wear to go with the cassock and 

surplice on Pentecost… “ (by Phillip Sangwine) 

 

“Finally, a full head of hair again!” (by someone who has 

no room to talk about hair loss!) 

Please submit your captions to pipelineeditor@ydoa.co.uk 
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List of YDOA Presidents 
1980s 

1980-1      Robert Hall  
1981-2      Michael Latham  
1982-3      Richard Crosby   
1983-4      Peter Maw  
1984-5      Eric Grewer  
1985-7      David Templeman  
1987-8      Lloyd D Smith  
1988-9      Geoffrey Coffin  
1989-91    George Pilling  

 

1990s 

1991-3      Douglas Heath  
1993-4      Nicholas Page  
1994-5      David Simpson  
1995-6      Alan Aspinal  
1996-7      Peter Whitehead 
1997-8      Maureen Murfitt-Swindells 
1998-9       Jean Pilling 
1999-2000 Edmund Cooke  

 

2000s 

2000-1      Alfred Boddison  
2001-2      Cynthia Wood 
2002-3       Edmund Cooke  
2003-4       David Simpson 
2004-5  Philip Paul  
2005-7  Phillip Sangwine  
2007-9       Andrew Roberts  
2009-11      Adrian Crawford  

 

2010s 

2011-13     Raymond Sturdy  
2013-15  Nigel Holdsworth  
2015-17  Joan Johnson 
2017-19  Maximillian Elliott  

2019-21  John Scott Whiteley 
 

2020s 

2021-23  John Morley 

2023-25  Alistair Timmis 

2025-  Leonard Sanderman 

Founded in 1945 

1945-6      Edward Cuthbert Bairstow  
1946-7      Reginald Shephard Rose  
1947-8      Archie W Sargent  
1948-9      Francis Alan Jackson  
1949-50   H Reginald Mason  

 

1950s 

1950-1    Frederick Waine  
1951-2      Reginald Shephard Rose  
1952-3      Edmund Stanley Walton 
1953-4      Benjamin Dawson  
1954-5      Benjamin Summerton  
1955-6      W Allen Bean  
1956-7      George James Stacey  
1957-8      Joseph Samuel McElheran 
1958-9      Walter Hartley  
1959-60    Benjamin Dawson  

 

1960s 

1960-1      Bernard J Porter  
1961-2      Ronald Perrin  
1962-3      William Addamson  
1963-4      Alec C Cooper  
1964-5      Evelyne G Bowmer  
1965-6      George L Baggaley  
1966-7      Tom Ward  
1967-8      Alec Brodie  
1968-9      Michael Minns   
1969-70    Avena Helen Norfor   

 

1970s 

1970-1      Lloyd D Smith  
1971-2      Colin McGarritty 
1972-3      Michael Phipps  
1973-4      Jack Judson  
1974-5      Alfred Alcock  
1975-6      A Austin Winterbottom 
1976-7      Peter Whitehead 
1977-8      Ruth Smith  
1978-9      Maureen Murfitt-Swindells 
1979-80    Geoffrey Hunter   


