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1. Welcome From Your Editor 

Welcome to the January edition of The PipeLine and a Happy New Year to 

you all. 

It is with great sadness that we learned that York Composer, YDOA Member 

and friend Andrew Carter died on 5th January 2026. 

Andrew was born on 13th December 1939 in Leicester. Following 

graduation from the University of Leeds, Andrew moved to York, joining the 

Minster Choir and founded the Chapter House Choir in 1965. Following a 

short period in New Zealand, Andrew returned to York and wrote many 

choral and organ works, which most of us are familiar with and form part of 

our repertoires. 

Andrew was a very active supporter of the York & District Organists’ 

Association and attended most of our events, including most recently our 

July 2025 visit to the two 

Liverpool Cathedrals, where 

he is pictured with then 

President Alistair Timmis, who 

had just played Andrew’s 

‘Song Without Words’ on the 

organ there. 

Andrew was a friend to so 

many of us, and tributes to 

him from those who knew 

him during his long and 

distinguished musical career 

will follow in the next edition. 

Peter Sharp YDOA Vice President & Editor of ‘The PipeLine’ 
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2. YDOA Forthcoming Events Programme 2026 

January 
Saturday 24th 
10:00—11:30 

Come and Play! 

Open console  

St Helen’s Church, Stonegate. 

February 
Saturday 21st 
14:00—15:30 

Organs and Organ Accompaniment in early Seventeenth-
century England 

Presentation by Jonathan Wainwright  

Bootham School 

March Friday 20th 

Annual Dinner.  

Bedern Hall.  

Details to be confirmed. 

April 
Saturday 11th 
14:00—17:00 

York Organ Walk 

Organ Visits in York 

May 
Saturday 9th 
14:00—15:00 

The Organ Music of Joseph Jongen: Its history, style and the 
New Bärenreiter Complete Edition 

Presentation by John Scott Whiteley  

St Olave’s, Marygate 

June 
Saturday 13th 
14:00—15:00 

Student Member Recital 

Sir Jack Lyons Concert Hall, The University of York 

July  
Saturday 18th 
11:00—17:00 

...beside the Seaside 

Organ Visits in Scarborough 

August 
Saturday 15th 
19:00—20:30 

A Tale of Two Organs 

President’s Evening,  

St Peter & St Leonard, Horbury 

September 
Saturday 12th 
15:00—21:00 

Something Old, Something New… 

Organ Visits in Lincoln, with Choral Evensong 

October 
Saturday 10th 
14:00—16:00 

Recital & Annual General Meeting 

Recitalist William Campbell 

St Olave’s Church, Marygate 
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3. Previous Event 

Carols, Cheese and Cheer 

Annual Christmas Social 

Members gathered at St Columba’s URC in York for a relaxing afternoon of 

carols, cheese, mince pies, mulled wine and a chance to chat.  

Welcomed by our Vice President, members (and a couple of welcome guests 

too) exercised their vocal chords and entered the Christmas spirit singing carols 

accompanied by Nigel Holdsworth on one of his final duties as Organist at St 

Columba’s, with a short informal recital provided by Nigel and member Baska 

Enkhjargal. After Nigel played Sleigh Ride, members indulged in refreshments 

organised by Fiona Kingscott, who baked some splendid mince pies. 

Our thanks to the clergy team and Nigel Holdsworth at St Columba’s for once 

again allowing us to use the church, Fiona Kingscott for co-ordinating the 

refreshments and baking some great treats, and to all members who supported 

the social event.  
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4. Next Event 

Come and Play! 

Open Console event at St Helen’s Church, Stonegate 

Saturday 24th January, 10:00—11:30 

 

Do come along and join us for our annual Open Console 

event, which will be held at St Helen’s Church, 

Stonegate. 

 

This event allows members of the public to come and 

have a look at the organ, hear it being played and even 

take the opportunity to have a go themselves. All are 

welcome, newcomers, experienced played and those who 

are just being inquisitive. 

 

Please do come along and support this event, which is a 

great opportunity for us to showcase our great 

Association. 
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5. Upcoming Recitals and Events 
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Details at organistsonline.org/bloomsbury 
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Tickets £25, available from www.cathedralmusictrust.org.uk 
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6. Competition 

From Tim Knight 
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Visit www.timknightmusic.com for further information and to enter. 
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List of YDOA Presidents 
1980s 

1980-1      Robert Hall  
1981-2      Michael Latham  
1982-3      Richard Crosby   
1983-4      Peter Maw  
1984-5      Eric Grewer  
1985-7      David Templeman  
1987-8      Lloyd D Smith  
1988-9      Geoffrey Coffin  
1989-91    George Pilling  

 

1990s 

1991-3      Douglas Heath  
1993-4      Nicholas Page  
1994-5      David Simpson  
1995-6      Alan Aspinal  
1996-7      Peter Whitehead 
1997-8      Maureen Murfitt-Swindells 
1998-9       Jean Pilling 
1999-2000 Edmund Cooke  

 

2000s 

2000-1      Alfred Boddison  
2001-2      Cynthia Wood 
2002-3       Edmund Cooke  
2003-4       David Simpson 
2004-5  Philip Paul  
2005-7  Phillip Sangwine  
2007-9       Andrew Roberts  
2009-11      Adrian Crawford  

 

2010s 

2011-13     Raymond Sturdy  
2013-15  Nigel Holdsworth  
2015-17  Joan Johnson 
2017-19  Maximillian Elliott  

2019-21  John Scott Whiteley 
 

2020s 

2021-23  John Morley 

2023-25  Alistair Timmis 

2025-  Leonard Sanderman 

Founded in 1945 

1945-6      Edward Cuthbert Bairstow  
1946-7      Reginald Shephard Rose  
1947-8      Archie W Sargent  
1948-9      Francis Alan Jackson  
1949-50   H Reginald Mason  

 

1950s 

1950-1    Frederick Waine  
1951-2      Reginald Shephard Rose  
1952-3      Edmund Stanley Walton 
1953-4      Benjamin Dawson  
1954-5      Benjamin Summerton  
1955-6      W Allen Bean  
1956-7      George James Stacey  
1957-8      Joseph Samuel McElheran 
1958-9      Walter Hartley  
1959-60    Benjamin Dawson  

 

1960s 

1960-1      Bernard J Porter  
1961-2      Ronald Perrin  
1962-3      William Addamson  
1963-4      Alec C Cooper  
1964-5      Evelyne G Bowmer  
1965-6      George L Baggaley  
1966-7      Tom Ward  
1967-8      Alec Brodie  
1968-9      Michael Minns   
1969-70    Avena Helen Norfor   

 

1970s 

1970-1      Lloyd D Smith  
1971-2      Colin McGarritty 
1972-3      Michael Phipps  
1973-4      Jack Judson  
1974-5      Alfred Alcock  
1975-6      A Austin Winterbottom 
1976-7      Peter Whitehead 
1977-8      Ruth Smith  
1978-9      Maureen Murfitt-Swindells 
1979-80    Geoffrey Hunter   


