
1 

www.ydoa.co.uk 
 

The York & District Organists' Association is affilliated to the Incorporated Association 
of Organists (IAO) and serves all who are interested in the organ and its music. 

The PipeLine 
 

Journal of the YDOA 
 

April 2025 
 
 

      President                 Alistair Timmis 
 
      Vice President        Robert Sharpe 
 
      Secretary                 Fiona Kingscott 
 
      Treasurer                 James Ratcliffe 
 
      Membership            Maximillian Elliott 
 
      Committee               Leonard Sanderman 
                                       Ros Hay 
                                       Nigel Holdsworth 
                                       Peter Sharp 

 



2 

Featured this Month... 
 
 
1.    Words from the Editor.                                 Page 3 
 
2.    YDOA Annual Dinner.                                   Page 4 
 
3.    YDOA Next Event.                                         Page 6 
 
4.    Concerts and Events.                                   Page 7 
 
5.    Situations Vacant.                                        Page 13 
 
6.    For Sale.                                                        Page 18 
 
6.    YDOA Presidents.                                         Page 19 



3 

Words from the Editor. 
nigel.holdsworth@yahoo.com 

 
 
The January and February organ concert series move onwards into the 
Snowdrop concerts, which are further extended by the most successful 
evening concert at Millthorpe School. The 2025 York organ concerts 
have got off to a flying start.. Still to come during April, are the Organ+ 
concerts at St Denys'  Church (details on page 7), featuring music  
performed by the unusual combination of organ+cello and organ 
+saxophone. Excellent coffee is available on arrival. 
 
The leaflet containing details of the summer concerts taking us right into 
October will be out soon, featuring a feast of performers from far and 
near. Rounding off the season will be a Saturday Lunchtime concert at 
St Columba's given by Jamie Hitel from Christ Church, Greenwich, 
USA. 
 
In between all the events of the last month here in York, I found time to 
make two visits to London: First was the London Organ Day followed in 
quick succession by a visit to St John's Upper Norwood, where there is 
a magnificent T C Lewis, recently restored by H&H and further en-
hanced by the addition of a new 32' Sub Bass.   
The original Lewis console, in allowing the player to see and hear 
clearly over its low top, necessitates the layout of the stop heads in 
rows of four across. This took me a few minutes to get to grips with, but 
the instrument was well worth the journey. 
 
We have a busy time ahead as we move towards Mothering Sunday, 
Passiontide, Holy Week, and Easter itself... so music to prepare and 
perform, this year I try and include some time for relaxation!  
 
NJH  
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YDOA Annual Dinner 2025. 
 

 
Sixty YDOA members and friends - a record attendance, assembled 
to meet, eat and socialise in the historic surroundings of Bedern Hall. 
2025 marks the first  Annual Dinner with our new Patron Philip Moore, 
with David Goodwin of Banks Music Publications as the Guest of 
Honour. Photographs are kindly supplied by Robin Peach. 
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YDOA Annual Dinner 2025. 
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YDOA Next Event. 

 

Saturday 5th April 14.00 
 

All Saints' Church 
 

Sherburn-in-Elmet 
 
 

Presentation by Gordon Stewart 
 

on 
 

J.S.Bach: 
 

the man, the music, the numbers 
 

Refreshments available following the presentation 
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Concerts and Events. 

 

Organ+ Concerts at St Denys' Church 
 

Music for Organ and other instruments 

 
Saturday 12 April 

11.00 
Abbie Wheeler (cello) and Leonard Sanderman organ) 

 
Saturday 26 April 

11.00 
Jesse Bannister (saxophone) and Anita Datta (organ) 

 
Refreshments will be available from 10.30 

Free Admission  Retiring Donation 
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Concerts and Events. 
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Concerts Coming Up. Concerts and Events. 
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Concerts and Events. 
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Concerts and Events. 
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Concerts and Events. 
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Situations Vacant. 
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JOB SPECIFICATION  

 

An annual fee of £6000 applies, paid monthly on receipt of invoice. This covers:  

•           40 weeks per annum Sunday Solemn Mass (currently 11.00am)  

•           Sunday evening rehearsal (currently 7:30pm to 9:30pm)  

•            

•           Holy Week Services Maundy Thursday evening  

•           Good Friday  

•           Easter Saturday Vigil  

•            

•           Major Feast Days (where not celebrated on Sundays) Epiphany  

•           Presentation of The Lord  

•           Ash Wednesday  

•           The Ascension of The Lord  

•           St Peter & St Paul  

•           The Assumption of The Blessed Virgin Mary  

•           All Saints  

•           All Souls  

•           Christmas Eve Midnight Mass (usually celebrated at 11pm)  

•           Mass of Christmas Day  

•            

 

Additional responsibilities may include (depending on candidate):  

•           Assist the Director of Music and Parish Priest in planning music for all services.  

•           Organise replacement/deputy organists on occasion  

•           Arrange for servicing and maintenance of the organ  

•           Deputise for the Director of Music in directing the choir in occasional practices and services  

             when the Director of Music is away.  

 

Additional fees will be paid as below:  

•           Weddings £150  

•           Funerals £100  

•           Extra services or rehearsals £65  

•           Concerts/Recitals/Tours by negotiation.  

 

A student in full time education will be considered as an organ scholar.  

The list of responsibilities could be tailored to the needs of the student and choir with an appropriate adjustment to salary.  

The successful applicant will require an enhanced DBS.  

 

How to apply  

For an informal chat or visit please contact the director of music, Patrick Ganley, by email: dofm@staustinschoir.com  

To apply for the post please send a CV and covering letter to the Parish Administrator:  

office.staustin@dioceseofleeds.org.uk  

 

or by post to St Austin’s Church, 6 Wentworth Terrace, Wakefield, WF1 3QN  
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Situations Vacant. 
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Situations Vacant. 
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Situations Vacant. 
 

St Giles' Church, Skelton 
 

St Giles' Church, Skelton, is looking for an organist to play for its weekly 
Sunday service at 9.30 am. 

 
The instrument is a new Viscount Envoy 35F Unico organ. 

 
St Giles' is a very small beautiful old church, dating back to 1247,  

with a congregation of around 20 each week. 
 

A small fee is available to offset expenses. 
 

Please contact Jill Humphreys for further details. 
(jillhumphreys@btinternet.com). 
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For Sale. 
 

YDOA member Andrew Robert writes: I’ve been asked by a friend to 
circulate details about an instrument they have for Sale.  

Manufactured by D.W.Karn & Co from Woodstock Canada. 
 

If interested - please contact  Andrew directly by email: 
winzermusic@me.com 
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YDOA Presidents. 

 
Founded in 1945 

1945-6 Edward Cuthbert Bairstow  
1946-7 Reginald Shephard Rose  
1947-8 Archie W Sargent  
1948-9 Francis Alan Jackson  
1949-50 H Reginald Mason  
 
1950s 

1950-1 Frederick Waine  
1951-2 Reginald Shephard Rose  
1952-3 Edmund Stanley Walton  
1953-4 Benjamin Dawson  
1954-5 Benjamin Summerton  
1955-6 W Allen Bean  
1956-7 George James Stacey  
1957-8 Joseph Samuel McElheran  
1958-9 Walter Hartley  
1959-60 Benjamin Dawson  
 
1960s 

1960-1 Bernard J Porter  
1961-2 Ronald Perrin  
1962-3 William Addamson  
1963-4 Alec C Cooper  
1964-5 Evelyne G Bowmer  
1965-6 George L Baggaley  
1966-7 Tom Ward  
1967-8 Alec Brodie  
1968-9 Michael Minns  
1969-70 Avena Helen Norfor  
 
1970s 
1970-1 Lloyd D Smith  
1971-2 Colin McGarritty  
1972-3 Michael Phipps  
1973-4 Jack Judson  
1974-5 Alfred Alcock  
1975-6 A Austin Winterbottom  
1976-7 Peter Whitehead  
1977-8 Ruth Smith  
1978-9 Maureen Murfitt-Swindells  
1979-80 Geoffrey Hunter  

 
1980s 

1980-1 Robert Hall  
1981-2 Michael Latham  
1982-3 Richard Crosby  
1983-4 Peter Maw  
1984-5 Eric Grewer  
1985-7 David Templeman  
1987-8 Lloyd D Smith  
1988-9 Geoffrey Coffin  
1989-91 George Pilling  
 
1990s 

1991-3 Douglas Heath  
1993-4 Nicholas Page  
1994-5 David Simpson  
1995-6 Alan Aspinal  
1996-7 Peter Whitehead  
1997-8 Maureen Murfitt-Swindells  
1998-9 Jean Pilling  
1999-2000 Edmund Cooke  
 
2000s  
2000-1 Alfred Boddison  
2001-2 Cynthia Wood  
2002-3 Edmund Cooke  
2003-4 David Simpson  
2004-5 Philip Paul  
2005-7 Phillip Sangwine  
2007-9 Andrew Roberts  
2009-11 Adrian Crawford  
 
2010s  
2011-13 Raymond Sturdy  
2013-15 Nigel Holdsworth  
2015-17 Joan Johnson  
2017-19 Maximillian Elliott  
2019-21 John Scott Whiteley  
 
2020s  
2021-23 John Morley  
2023-     Alistair Timmis 


